Christopher Sharrett 
120 E. State St 
Doylestown, PA I 89 OI 


March 4 , 1977 


Mr. Harold Weisberg 
Route 12 

Old Receiver Road 
Frederick, MD 21701 

Dear Mr. Weisberg: 

Thank you for your remarks on Lou Gordon } I wondered just how interested 
Gordon is since he has done many programs on the assassinations but still 
takes a negative stance vis a vis the subject. 

I was a bit disturbed by your very negative feelings toward the Assassinations 
Committee. I too have some misgivings about the panel and Congress generally 
and have become particularly annoyed by the goings— on down there recently , but 
I don' t think its fair to make a blanket judgment on the overall project as yet. 

I am quite certain that the larger part of the "controversy" regarding Sprague 
was fabricated by the media and believe this is provable by tracing the Committee 
back to its origin — at the start there was little complaint about the budget 
(intact Frank Thompson said it "would almost certainly go through") or Sprague's 
methodology until CBS and the New York Times had their say. It is also clear 
to me that the articles by Burnham could only have come about through his being 
permitted to spend a good deal of time and money on a research project aimed 
strictly at defaming Sprague. I have followed Sprague's career for a number 
of years for a variety of reasons and can find little fault with the man. Sprague 
virtually ran the D.A.'s office in the 60s while Specter appeared on TV talk shows 
or did politicking for Nixon... few people outside of Philadelphia realize there 
has been some subtle antipathy between Specter and Sprague for years, even though 
Specter is forced to support him publicly. I find the accusations of "impropriety" 
and"unethical conduct" ridiculous and hypocritical coming from the Congress* what 
standards, after all, is Congress trying to uphold? I find myself forced to 
take an increasingly radical view of this situation, i.e., it is impossible to 
speak of "propriety" in a land where law is used simply as a means of misleading 
the public or even disrupting traditional standards of morality — of course you 
realize how bankrupt our judicial system really is given what has taken place 
in the past fifteen years. 

In any event, I am not at all impressed by the charges against Sprague. Most 
of the allegations regarding his Phila. period were kept alive by people like 
Spencer Coxe, president of the local ACLU* Coxe has said that Sprague has "a 
b lack-an d-whi t e view of good and evil." When I have asked Coxe to present more 
evidence or explanation he has failed to do so. What all this amounts to is 
a lot of big-city hogwash coming back to haunt Sprague (Phila . is one of the 
dirtier cities when it comes to political in— fighting) . Frankly , I am not all 
that concerned with how unscrupulous Sprague is so long as he gets the job done 
and done right . Perhaps this is an excessively pragmatic attitude, but, again, 

I will not b© fooled by bogus outrage and criticism aimed primarily at derailing 
the probe. You say that the investigation has started with preconceptions 5 from 
my contact with Sprague and that of other researchers both Sprague and Tannenbaum 


